Minutes of the June 12th, 2019 St. Louis Police Veterans’ Association
The 487th meeting of the St. Louis Police Veterans was called to order at 11:30am. President Ratermann led
the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance. A moment of silence was observed in lieu of the opening prayer.
All officers were present except secretary Chris Zarbo.
President Ratermann stated we received an application for membership from Robert Laschober. Motion was
made by Wil Grove, seconded by Diane Richardson Priest to approve the applications. Motion passed on a
voice vote.
Library committee chair Michael Mosier gave an update on the status of the library. A committee meeting was
held at the association hall on June 11th with 8 members and a reporter from the Post Dispatch. The effort
has had some setbacks but is still moving forward. The committee is exploring options for locations to
propose to the city and department where the library material could be moved to. Any decision is not
expected in the next several months and the effort is expected to take a while.
Jeff Roorda made an announcement that a Blues Watch Party and Benefit for Bill Olsten who is appealing a
wrongful termination and was recently involved in a serious accident was being held on June 12th at 5:30pm
at the Association Hall. A $25 donation was being collected at the door. Jeff Roorda thanked the SLPVA for
purchasing two new tables that will be used during our meetings. The tables were purchased at Sam's Club at
a cost of $50 each plus tax.
President Ratermann recognized that member Dave Kassabaum's daughter has the lead role in the Muny
presentation of Guys and Dolls.
Treasurer’s Report: Terry Shoemaker gave his monthly report. Don Cognata asked about the status of the
non for profit status of the association. Terry Shoemaker advised that we believe the association had a not for
profit status at one time but it was not kept up. We have obtained a name of an attorney and will be working
at restoring the status. We will also need to update some 990 tax forms that we were unaware of needing to
be filed. A motion was made by Jim Wurm, seconded by Don Cognata to accept the report subject to audit.
Motion passed on a voice vote.
Secretary’s Report: The report was not available and a motion to dispense with the minutes was made by
Richard Buehler, seconded by James Wurm. Motion passed on a voice vote.
President Ratermann stated that member Charlie Steele's wife is in Mercy South in an induced coma. The
following members had passed away: Elder Members: Warren Johnson and Stanley Beck. Non-members:
Robert Johnson, Ronald Young - Airport Officer, Damon Bower Former SLMPD Officer, and Paul Meyer son of
member Donald Meyer.
Old Business: A paragraph will be added to our bylaws to allow our organization to be able to make
donations to other 501c3 organizations.
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New Business: A motion was made by John Cullen to reinstate the attendance prize drawing. The motion was
2nd. During discussion several proposals were made including change the number or amount of prize
winners as well as the frequency of the drawings, every meeting or special meetings such as picnics,
Christmas and Thanksgiving. Treasurer Shoemaker discussed that the drawings were suspended due to
lunches costing more than members paid and in a previous meeting it was decided that the drawing be
suspended rather than raise the member cost of attending the meeting. After discussion a vote was taken and
the majority voted not to reinstate the attendance prizes.
Mr. Pona stated we had 72 members total, 70 paid today. A motion was made to adjourn by Diane Richardson
Priest, seconded by Wil Grove. Motion passed by voice vote. Meeting adjourned at 11:47 AM.
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